8 PROVIDERS OF PUBLIC FIXED TELEPHONE SERVICES WARNED BY ANRCETI (Press Release)
The National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI – www.anrceti.md) warned 8 providers of fixed telephone services (Bastina Radog, State Company Calea Ferata din Moldova (Moldova Railway), Cartel-Sistem, State Company Centrul de Telecomunicatii Speciale (Special Telecommunications Center), Dalma-Com, Starnet, Telemedia Group and Unicomtel) about their obligation to comply with the legislation in force, regulatory documents issued by ANRCETI and advised to take appropriate steps in order to fulfill the requirements of ANRCETI Administrative Board Decision no. 07 of 1.08.2008 regarding the transition from DSS1 to SS7 signaling.
An explanatory note was delivered to the said providers, pointing out the fact that they failed to ensure the necessary technical conditions for the implementation of SS7 signaling system before July 1, 2009, as prescribed by the aforementioned Decision. The agency also informed them about another Administrative Board Decision (no. 151, of July 1, 2009) to extend the term for the implementation of the new signaling system, for interconnection between the public fixed telephony network of JSC MOLDTELECOM and the public fixed telephony networks belonging to other operators, till December 31, 2009.  The Agency decided to extend the term, being presented the reasons why the 8 providers failed to make the transition in due time: the complexity of transition to  SS7 signaling system, the need to maintain the interconnection between networks and services in order to ensure the protection of users’ legal rights. 
However, the Decision provides for the new signaling system SS7 or another more advanced system accepted by the parties being used for interconnection needs after 31.12.09. The Agency decision shall become effective on the date it is published in the Official Gazette.  
The explanatory note also says that, where by certain reasons the providers are unable to ensure the implementation of the SS7 signaling system in due time, they are bound to  inform the Agency and their subscribers, at least 30 days before the expiry of the given term, about an eventual interruption of interconnection with the public fixed telephone network of JSC MOLDTELECOM, caused by failed interconnection agreements with this company under the conditions prescribed by the Administrative Board Decision. The providers are also supposed to take specific measures in order to protect the rights of their subscribers and to identify the most adequate solutions meant to ensure continuity of service provision.    
The SS7 signaling system is a set of telephone signaling protocols used for the realization of telephone calls both within public telephone networks and on interfaces of interconnected telephone networks. This system is intended for supervision and control over operations related to the establishment, management, charging and termination of telephone connections. This system is also used for management operations related to congestions and telephone calls priorities, monitoring, and optimized routing of telephone traffic, as well as for ensuring the functionality of a number of services, such as:  call waiting, call routing, calling line identification (CLIR), restriction/rejection of certain calls, etc. 
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